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Nature’s gifts from a fishing trip 
 

Valteri Onerva school, Jyväskylä, Finland 
 
Valteri supports the neighborhood school principle by offering a wide range of services for the needs for general, 
intensified and special support. Special needs education is meant for students who need special support in learning 
and studying regularly or on a long-term basis due to learning difficulties, disabilities, illness or other reasons. Special 
needs education refers to systematic pedagogic support that is based on the students’ personal objectives and skills 
as well as special arrangements for teaching and studying. Valteri School Onerva is located in Jyväskylä and is one of 
six Valteri School units. The school is part of the national Valteri Centre for Learning and Consulting, that operates 
under the Finnish National Agency for Education. The school provides teaching on the pre-primary education, basic 
education and voluntary additional basic education. The school’s students and support period students’ study in 
class groups that are arranged by age groups and are guided by multidisciplinary teams. 
 

Fishing trip for nature 
 

Our class made a trip to Rautalampi in Central Finland to discover fishing as a profession and how to get earning 
from the lake. The place and its nature were stunningly beautiful. It was also located near a lake, that had crystal 
clear water. It gave us the perfect opportunity for camping in the nature.  We decided to do some fishing while on 
the trip. At the same time, we learned how to prepare a meal from fresh fish which is a important home economics 
sill and way to save and earn money.   
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Fishing with nets. Here is everything you need. 
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We took a boat to the lake and searched for a spot that had water deep enough to lower the net. Firstly, we put 
down the marker that indicated the start of the fish net. One person in the boat rowed and the other one handled 
the lowering of the net. This requires co-operation skills.  
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After the starting marker, the net was lowered into the lake. The person rowing the boat made sure that the speed 
was slow and that the boat was stable. 
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The nets, that were put into the lake in the morning are usually checked in the evening. If the water is warm, the 
nets are checked a minimum of twice a day. This ensures that the fish stuck in the net don’t go bad and will be fresh 
for food.  
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We were in luck! We caught plenty of different spices of fish. The fish in the picture is a bream. The fish was already 
killed in the boat and on land we started gutting it. The fishes’ gut is being opened in the picture above.  
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Here we are removing its insides. In the picture is the fishes swim bladder.  
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By the end of the day we prepared several fish dishes and enjoyed fresh meal. In the picture you can see smoked fish 
and a pan-fried pike. Delicious!  

 

Key learning points of teachers and students 
 

The experience encouraged the teachers to let students to plan and set the goals for learning activities, even more 
than before. They found out how big potential and talent the students have for practical projects. They realized how 
communality and practical approach for learning strengthen the whole organization and all learners. We all can do 
together!  The big key learning point for teachers was to see how easy the entrepreneurial education is to integrate 
in practical actions and projects and even for curriculum.  
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Start In -eLearning material used in this case 
 

In Valteri Onerva -schools fishing case the mostly used contents of the Start In eLearning material were the 
following:  

UNIT 1. Inclusive and Innovative Entrepreneurship at School in Europe 

1.1. Understanding entrepreneurship competences  

1.2. Innovation, social and sustainable entrepreneurship 

• Sustainability (nature resources, fishing)  
• Circular economy  (biodiversity and waste management)  
• Sustainable Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Innovation  

1.3. Inclusive entrepreneurship  

 

UNIT 2. Project management and financial planning for innovative and inclusive entrepreneurship 

2.3. Financing issues ( Home economic, how to save money by fishing and making fish dishes by ourselves)  

 

UNIT 3. Making inclusive entrepreneurship programs real.  

3.1. Future work life skills  

3.3. Reflection and co-creation  
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