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GIFF 2019 The Geocaching International Film Festival, 7.11.2019 at Valteri 
Onerva 
 
Valteri school Onerva, Jyväskylä Finland 
 
Valteri supports the neighborhood school principle by offering a wide range of services for the 
needs for general, intensified and special support. Special needs education is meant for students 
who need special support in learning and studying regularly or on a long-term basis due to learning 
difficulties, disabilities, illness or other reasons. Special needs education refers to systematic 
pedagogic support that is based on the students’ personal objectives and skills as well as special 
arrangements for teaching and studying. Valteri School Onerva is located in Jyväskylä and is one of 
six Valteri School units. The school is part of the national Valteri Centre for Learning and 
Consulting, that operates under the Finnish National Agency for Education. The school provides 
teaching on the pre-primary education, basic education and voluntary additional basic education. 
The school’s students and support period students’ study in class groups that are arranged by age 
groups and are guided by multidisciplinary teams. 
              
 
Geocaching event at Onerva  

Geocaching is a fun and adventurous hobby for families. Geocaching festivals around the sport take 
place around the world on 17th November 2019. One staff member of Valteri Onerva happens to be 
an active geocacher. Inspired by her, a GIFF movie premiere event was being organized for second 
time in a row with students.  

 
 
Student participation as an elective studies  

The active geocacher at our school offered the students of an elective course a possibility to 
organize a GIFF movie event. During an information session, students were introduced to the 
timeline of the event and responsible persons and roles needed to organize the event. The students 
of the elective course in the age of 13-16. decided to accept the challenge to organize the event. 
Students were offered a possibility to choose their roles on planning and organizing the event based 
on their own skills and strengths. This way the personal learning goals for the project were placed.  
 

 
Active division of responsibilities 

The responsibilities were shared as follows: Students were divided into groups that focused on 
advertisements, decorations, those who handled groceries and those who prepared the catering. One 
of the students offered to become the bookkeeper. Her personal learning goal was to learn practical 
bookkeeping and cost accounting. The key goal for all was to organize a real  successful event for 
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the GIFF visitors. One major personal learning goal for the students was to succeed in scheduling 
all the preparations of the event.  

Marketing for active geocacher was done in the internet pages of global Geocaches as a created 
event advertisement. Advertising for local people and students’ families and friends were done by 
email and poster. Catering preparations, pricing and sales activity were exiting for students.  
 
 
Sustainability in social entrepreneurship  
 
The sustainability was taken into account in various ways in the event. Eco-friendly plates and 
durable mugs were used in catering instead of plastic dishes. The event was focused for wide 
audience including families, elderly persons, students and Geocaching activist. Event inspired and 
gathered friends and families for outdoor activities and social event in the neighborhood. The main 
focus in the event was the social impact instead of profit.  
 
 
 
Goals for event and learning were achieved  
 
Decorations, sales effort of catering and information services for participants gave a good 
opportunities to develop communication skills, mathematic skills, financial skills, encouragement 
with social events as well as problem solving skills in changing situations. Bookkeeping and 
counting the costs and sales was a long term process which gave understanding of financial 
management. GIFF event attracted approximately 100 attendees to Onerva. Our students achieved 
their personal learning goals very well. Their efforts were well appreciated by GIFF attendees 
which also increased our students’ perception of succeeding in organizing the event. 
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Key learning points of teachers  
 
The experience encouraged the teachers to let students to plan and set the goals for learning 
activities, even more than before. They found out how big potential and talent the students have for 
practical projects. They realized how communality and practical approach for learning strengthen 
the whole organization and all learners. We all can do together!  The big key learning point for 
teachers was to see how easy the entrepreneurial education is to integrate in practical actions and 
projects and even for curriculum.  
 
Start In -eLearning material used in this case 
 
In Valteri Onerva -schools Geocaching event -case the mostly used contents of the Start In 
eLearning material were the following:  
  
UNIT 1. Inclusive and Innovative Entrepreneurship at School in Europe 
 

1.2. Understanding entrepreneurship as a competence (Students personal learning goals) 
• Social innovation (serving the community with the event, integrating the project into  

 global Geocaching society and digital platform)   
• Social Entrepreneurship ( Social impact and goals of the event)  
• Sustainability (eco-friendly durable mugs and plates)  

1.3. Inclusive entrepreneurship.  
(diverse of participants and event organizers, school of special needs education)   
1.5. Digital skills and technologies applied to entrepreneurship education. ( Gegocaching 
pages updates and event.  

• 5.10. ICT knowledge applied in innovative and inclusive entrepreneurship education 
 

UNIT 2. Project management and financial planning for innovative and inclusive entrepreneurship 
  

2.3. Financing issues (purchase costs, accounting, pricing ) 
2.4. Prototyping and the Cultural and Social Impact of the project.  
(Prototypes of catering, social impact of the project.) 
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UNIT 3. Making inclusive entrepreneurship programs real.  
 

1.2. Future work life skills  
(personal learning goals adaptation into daily life -skills of students)  
3.3. Reflection and co-creation  
(reflection session with teachers, students and entrepreneur after the event at the school)  

 
 
Extra material of the case:  
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